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HOUSE BILL 554, HD2, RELATING TO CAMPUS SAFETY 
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HB-554-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/13/2023 8:06:07 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Younghee Overly Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB554 HD2. 

 







HB-554-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/14/2023 12:05:40 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Cards Pintor Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I support this bill. 

Mahalo nui, 

Cards Pintor 
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Submitted on: 3/14/2023 7:49:16 PM 
Testimony for HRE on 3/16/2023 3:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Carolyn Lee Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 







Thaddeus Pham (he/him) 
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Emma Stierhoff Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Kim, Vice Chair Kidani, and members of the committee, 

  

My name is Emma Stierhoff, and I am a graduate student at the University of Hawai'i in Hilo. I 
am writing to express my SUPPORT for HB554, which will codify annual prevention and 
awareness programming around sexual assault on UH campuses, and estabish much needed 
supports for survivors of assault including an amnesty policy and guaranteed trauma-informed 
response from UH staff. 

  

I have been highly disturbed to learn of the prevalence of sexual harrassment and assault at UH. 
Although this bill will not fix the whole problem, it is a crucial first step in preventing this 
violence from persisting. No one should be made to feel unsafe as they pursue an education. 
Sexual violence alone is bad enough, but at UH, it also disproportionately impacts marginalized 
groups on campus, making this a significant issue of equity. Meanwhile, among reported 
incidents, 5 out of 6 student survivors in 2021 did not access university resources. The violence 
must end, and until then, student survivors must be able to connect with the necessary resources 
to report the instance, cope, and recover. 

Hence, I urge you to pass HB554 to begin the neccessary steps in addressing sexual violence at 
UH. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, and for your dedication to the health and wellbeing of 
UH students. 

  

Sincerely, 

Emma Stierhoff 
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Deanna Espinas Individual Support Written Testimony 
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Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 











Signed, 

Brianna Ninomoto 

Brianna Ninomoto 

 







Signed, 

Dani Montoya 
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Marcia A Armstrong Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to oppose House bill 554, relating to sexual misconduct on UH campuses. I have a 
serious problem with this legislation, as it confirms that the University of Hawaii is NOT an 
autonomous institution. This is not only bad for the university system, it could jeopardize the 
accreditation status, as it has in the past. 

I totally agree that measures to protect victims of sexual misconduct are good and necessary, 
However, There are already mechanisms in place at UH to address these serious issues, and they 
are constantly being reviewed and updated. This legislation is a serious overreach on the part of 
the legislature. 

Sexual misconduct is not just a university problem. If the state wants to make the rules and put 
them into law, then the rules should apply to all state agencies. If sexual misconduct  occurs on 
state property, there should be an office that handles it, including those on college campuses. Is it 
worse to be a student who is harrarrassed/violated than a state employee? 

Sincerely, 

  

Marcia Armstrong 

Professor Emeritus, Kapiolani Community College 
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Comments:  

Support 
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